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APPARATUS FOR EFFECTING SELECTED
" PATTERNS OF FLUID FLOW

This is a continuation of application Ser. No.
07/204,130, filed June 6, 1988, now abandoned.

This invention relates in general to the field of fluid
dynamics. More particularly, it relates to methods and
apparatus for using the flow of one fluid to cause a
change in the direction of flow of a second fluid.

The direction of flow of a fluid can be changed by
applying a force to the fluid. One method of applying a
force to the fluid is by placing a solid object, such as a
barrier, vane, propeller, wing or other deflector within
the fluid path.

The direction changing force may also be applied by
a fluid flowing in a different direction. The two fluids
may be the same or different fluids. For example, U.S.
Pat. No. 4,533,123 issued Aug. 6, 1985 to O’Leary illus-
trates a device in which the direction of flow of a fluid
is changed by the same fluid flowing in a different direc-
tion. The fluid is first caused to flow through the annu-
lus between two tubular pipes. The same fluid is also
caused to flow out of the inner pipe through holes in the
sides of the inner pipe. The flow of the fluid through the
holes causes fluid flowing through the annulus to swirl.
The resulting turbulence expedites mixing of the fluid.

U.S. Pat. No, 2,094,664 issued Oct. 5, 1937 to Mona-
han shows a device in which different fluids ar used.
Water flows through the annulus between two tubular
members. Steam flows out of a plurality of holes in the
inner pipe. The steam is thus mixed with the water to
heat the water.

One practical application of a method of mixing two
fluids is the treatment of waste water by wet oxidation.
In wet oxidation, oxygen is mixed with waste water
under conditions which cause oxidation of combustibles
in the water. U.S. Pat. No. 3,449,247 issued June 10,
1969 to Bauet shows a method and apparatus for per-
forming wet oxidation of waste water. The Bauer
method and apparatus involve a plurality of concentric
pipes extending into a cased hole in the earth. The in-
creased temperatures and pressures found downhole
expedite the chemical reaction between oxygen and the
waste water combustibles.

The present invention provides methods and appara-
tus for effecting selected patterns of fluid flow. The
apparatus includes a pair of concentric tubular pipes
forming an annulus between the two pipes. A first fluid,
such as a liquid, flows through the annulus between the
two pipes. A second fluid, such as a gas, flows through
the inner pipe and out through a plurality of holes in the
sides of the inner pipe. The holes are arranged in a
pattern, such as a helix, so that the flow of the second
fluid creates a baffle to change the direction of flow of
the first fluid. In one embodiment the holes in the first
pipe are rectangular and the extended longitudinal axes
of the hole are canted with respect to each other so as
not to intersect adjacent holes. This causes a fan-shaped
flow of fluid flowing from each hole to overlap the fans
from adjacent holes, thus forming a larger and more
complete baffle.

The methods and apparatus of the invention are par-
ticularly useful in treating waste water by wet oxida-
tion. Waste water is pumped through the annulus be-
tween a pair of concentric tubular pipes. Oxygen is
pumped down through the inner pipe and out into the
annulus through a plurality of holes in the inner pipe.
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The flow of oxygen out of the holes creates a baffle to
change the direction of flow of the waste water. Thus
the injected oxygen is used to cause turbulent mixing of
the fluids under conditions which would be deleterious
to mechanical mixing devices. Furthermore, since the
mixing is performed by gas vanes, there are no solid
vanes which are subject to deposits and other condi-
tions which could restrict flow. Other features and
advantages of the invention will become more readily
understood from the following detailed description
taken in connection with the appended claims and at-
tached drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of the upper
portion of apparatus employing the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the middle
portion of the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken along line
3—3in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the lower
end of the apparatus of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a side view of the inner tubular section of
the apparatus of FIG. 1 showing helical patterns of
groupings of holes;

FIG. 6 is a close-up view of the holes illustrated in
FIG. 5; and

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of one of the holes illus-
trated in FIG. 6.

One practical application of the method and appara-
tus of the invention is in the field of waste water treat-
ment by wet oxidation. A borehole is drilled into the
earth and the waste water is pumped into a U-shaped
tube placed in the hole. Near the bottom of the hole, the
high pressures and temperatures encountered facilitate
chemical reactions. Oxygen is mixed with the waste
water at the elevated temperatures_and pressures to
oxidize combustible materials in the waste water. Even
if the waste water is saturated with oxygen, only a very
small portion of the combustible materials can be oxi-
dized. Therefore, it is necessary to continuously replen-
ish the oxygen in the waste water as the waste water
flows through the apparatus at high pressures and tem-
peratures.

As shown in FIGS. 14 the preferred embodiment of
the apparatus of the invention includes four concentric
tubular members. The innermost tubular member 11is a
steam line. The steam line 11 has a bore 13 which con-
veys steam to the bottom of the reactor to preheat th
apparatus of the invention. -

An oxygen delivery tube 15 surrounds the steam line
11 forming an annulus 17. The two remaining tubular
members are an inner fubular member 19 and an outer
tubular member 21. The oxygen delivery tube 15, the
inner tubular member 19 and the outer tubular member
21 form an inner annulus 23 and an outer annulus 25.
The outer tubular member 21 is closed at its lower end
and the inner tubular 19 is open at its lower end. There-
fore, the inner annulus 23 and the outer annulus 45 are
in fluid communication so fluid flowing through one
annulus is returned in the opposite direction through the
other annulus. Waste water (or some other process
fluid) can be pumped downward through the inner
annulus 23 and returned upward through the outer
annulus 25. Alternatively, the process fluid can be
pumped downward through the outer annulus 25 and
returned up the inner annulus 23.

A ceramic inner liner 26 is bonded to the inner sur-
face of the inner tubular member 19. The inner liner 26
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has a variable thickness and thus varies the cross-sec-
tional area of the annulus 23 and to create a plurality of
annulus venturi zones. As the process fluid flows
through these venturi zones the velocity and pressure of
the fluid varies. The ceramic inner liner 26 also protects
the inner surface of the inner tubular member 19 from
erosion.

Oxygen is pumped down through the annulus 17
between the steam line 11 and the oxygen delivery tube
15. The oxygen delivery tube 15 has a plurality of holes
27 through which the oxygen may pass out of the annu-
lus 17 and into an annular chamber 29 formed between
the oxygen delivery tube 15 and a series of ceramic
tubular sections 31. Each ceramic tubular section 31 is
about eight to ten feet long and there will normally be
about four sections 31 in the series.

The upper end of the ceramic tubular sections 31 is
restrained by a top ring block 33. The top ring biock 33
is generally conical in shape and is welded to the outer
surface of the oxygen delivery tubular 15. The conical
top ring block 33 decreases the cross-sectional area of
the inner annulus 23, causing a venturi effect on the
process fluid flowing through the inner annulus 23.

The uppermost ceramic tubular section 31 has an
upwardly extending lip 35 which fits within a down-
wardly extending lip 37 on the top ring block 33. A
plurality of castellated rings 39 on the lip 35 of the
ceramic tubular section 31 mate with a prepared surface
on the lip 37 of the top ring block 33 to resist the escape
of the oxygen confined in the annular chamber 29.

The lowermost ceramic tubular section 31 has a
downwardly extending lip 41 which engages a movable
ring block 43. A plurality of castellated rings 45 on the
lip 41 of the ceramic tubular section 31 mate with a
prepared surface on the movable ring block 43 to resist
the escape of the oxygen confined in the annular cham-
ber 29. A plurality of 0-rings 47 form a seal between the
inner surface-of the movable ring block 43 in the outer
surface of the oxygen delivery tube 15.

The movable ring block 43 is biased in an upward
direction by a spring 49. The spring 49 is compressed
between the movable ring block 43 and a lower ring
block 51. The lower ring block 51 is generally conical in
shape and is welded to the outer surface of the oxygen
delivery tube 15. The conical lower ring block 51 de-
creases the cross-sectional area of the inner annulus 23,
causing a venturi effect on the process fluid flowing
through the inner annulus 23.

A spring cover 53 extends downward from the mov-
able ring block 43 and covers the spring 49. The spring
cover 53 slideably engages the lower ring block 51 and
protects the spring 49 from materials which may precip-
itate in the annulus 23. Without such protection, precip-
itates on the spring 49 will interfere with the proper
functioning thereof.

The oxygen delivery tube 15 has a threaded connec-
tion 55 near the top ring block 33 and a threaded con-
nection 57 near the lower ring block 51. Therefore, a
plurality of the assemblies shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 can
be threaded together in series. At the bottom of the last
of these assemblies (shown in FIG. 4) an elongated
coupling 59 is connected to the oxygen delivery tube 15
at the threaded connection 61. Three or more lugs 63
guide and center the steam line 11 through a movable
ring block seal 65. The ring block seal 65 has castellated
flow resistors 67 which mate with a machined portion
of the outer surface of the steam line 11.

4
The ring block seal 65 is held against a stop ring 69
located on the bottom of the lugs 63 by a compression
spring 71. The spring 71 is compressed between the
movable ring block seal 65 in a jamb ring block 73. The

5 jamb ring block 73 is threaded into the lower end of the
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elongated coupling 59.

When the movable ring block seal 65 is held against
the stop ring 69, the ring block seal 65 covers a plurality
of holes 75 in the elongated coupling 59. If the pressure
of the oxygen within the annulus 17 overcomes the
compressive strength of the spring 71, the ring block
seal 65 will be forced downward. Downward motion of
the ring block seal 65 uncovers the holes 75 and bleeds
off any excess pressure within the annulus 17.

As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the ceramic tubular sections
31 each have a plurality of holes 77 which allow fluid
from the annular chamber 29 to flow into the inner
annulus 23. As oxygen is pumped down the oxygen
delivery tube 15 and through the holes 27 in the oxygen
delivery tube 15 into the annular chamber 29, the pres-
sure in the annular chamber 29 increases. When the
pressure within the chamber 29 exceeds the pressure in
the inner annulus 23, the oxygen flows through the
holes 77 into the inner annulus 23. Differences in pres-
sure between the top and bottom of the apparatus can be
compensated for, if desired, by providing more or
larger holes 77 at the bottom.

As the waste water or other fluid flows through the
inner annulus 23, the process fluid flows along the sur-
face 79 of the ceramic tubular sections 31. The oxygen
or other fluid from the annular chamber 29 flows
through the holes 77 into the process fluid as it flows
across the surface 79 of the ceramic tubular sections 31.
The ceramic tubular sections 31, being ceramic, are
porous and allow micro-bubbles of oxygen to migrate
through the ceramic sections 31.

FIGS. 5 and 6 show the preferred arrangement of the
holes 77 in the ceramic tubular sections 31. Preferably,
the holes 77 are arranged in groupings 81 of six holes
each. Each grouping 81 of holes 77 would be arranged
in a straight line if the ceramic tubular sections 31 were
flat. Since the ceramic tubular sections 31 are tubular,
the straight lines of the groupings 81 become helical.
Each helical grouping 81 of holes 77 is perpendicular to
the next successive grouping 81 as shown in FIGS. §
and 6. The oxygen flowing out of each grouping 81 of
holes 77 creates a baffle to change the direction of flow
of the process fluid across the surface 79 of the ceramic
sections 31. The perpendicular arrangement of the
groupings 81 results in voids in the pattern, to cause the
process fluid to be tumbled back and forth and in and
out as the process fluid flows through the inner annulus
23.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate the preferred shape of the
holes 77. Each hole 77 passes from the inner surface 83
of the ceramic tubular section 31 to the outer surface 79.
At the inner surface 83 the hole is circular. As the hole
passes through the ceramic section 31 the hole gradu-
ally becomes rectangular. At the outer surface 79 the
holes 77 are rectangular as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.
This particular shape of the holes 77 causes a fan-like
discharge of the oxygen as the oxygen exits from the
holes 77.

Each of the rectangular holes 77 has a longitudinal
axis 85 as shown in FIG. 6. Each rectangular opening of
the holes 77 in any one grouping 81 is canted with re-
spect to other holes so that the extended longitudinal
axis 85 of each hole does not pass through the center 87









